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LECTURE ON YORUBA PERFORMANCE ART AT ART MUSEUM 

In West Africa’s Yorubaland, art is used in performance-usually, but not always, 
in religious rituals. According to Dr. Margaret Thompson Drewal, "Performance 
transforms how African art is understood as opposed to how it is presented in museums. 
"Drewal will share her ideas using video and slides in "Texturing Time and Space: Yoruba 
Performance Art," a free public lecture on Wednesday, November 28, at 5:45 pm at The 
Cleveland Museum of Art. 

In the latest issue of African Arts, Drewal names the Egungun performances as 
examples of how Yoruba performance art helps the viewers understand the human and 
spiritual attributes of departed ancestors. The multi-layered, brightly colored Egungun 
ensembles-of traditional and modern cloth, metallic thread, glass beads, cowrie shells, 
coins, and metals-enliven performances designed to entertain and honor ancestors. 

A faculty member in the Department of Performance Studies at Northwestern 
University, she wrote (with Henry Drewal) Gelede: Art and Female Power Among the 
Yoruba and has written the forthcoming book Performers, Play and Agency: Yoruba 
Ritual Process. Her articles have appeared in The Drama Review: A Journal of 
Performance Studies, Dance Research Journal, and numerous other publications. 

This lecture is one of many public programs complementing Yoruba: Nine 
Centuries of African Art and Thought, on view through December 9, 1990. Admission 
is free. Limited paid parking is available. 
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